CAM HIGH SCHOOL

Battle Ground, Washington

 The Mission of CAM High School is to partner with parents to create educational opportunities for students, which encourage and foster character development, academic excellence and marketplace preparation.

THE SCHOOL

CAM HIGH SCHOOL is an alternative high school in the Battle Ground School District functioning in accordance with the district’s policies and the Washington State Administrative Code.   CAM is an acronym that represents Character, Academics and Marketplace.  Established in 1996, CAM high school is designed for students in grades 9-12 who are committed to achieving a solid academic foundation in preparation for post-high education and professional success. CAM has grown from 52 students to a current enrolment of 220.  Attendance at our school is by choice and exam. The school draws its enrolment from across the entire district, as well as from neighboring districts and private schools throughout the county. 

What makes CAM High School distinctive?
• A community based school - a strong partnership of parents, students, teachers, and staff create a sense of community committed to educational excellence.

• Performance Learning - To be of value, the student must be able to apply and communicate knowledge gained.

• Professional Atmosphere - A place of thoughtful study and preparation.

• Emphasis on Respect - All respect the dignity of each other, the school and the learning process.

• Provision for Positive Self-esteem - All students have equal opportunity to excel.  Exceptional individual effort produces the exceptional results, and exceptional results produce positive self-esteem.  Self-esteem is gained through accomplishment.

PARENT PROFILE

Parents who choose CAM High School acknowledge themselves as their son/daughter’s first and lifelong teachers and are actively partnering with CAM High Staff in their child’s learning process.  This involves helping them with preparation for examinations, homework, providing transportation and volunteering in the program and providing opportunities for learning and service outside the classroom.

STUDENT PROFILE

Additionally, students who are successful at CAM High School accept responsibility for their learning and behavior.  These students are willing to put forth their best effort in academic pursuits and character development.  Regular attendance, completion of required work, preparation for tests and positive attitudes are expectations for all CAM High School students.
THE CURRICULUM

The school is based on the concept of a "4X4 curriculum", which requires students to complete four years of study in English, history, science and math in conjunction with technology instruction and business preparation.  Spanish, music, Health, PE and a wide array of other classes are offered on campus or by contract.  This challenging curriculum prepares students for success at premier public and private colleges and universities throughout the country.

Students enrolled in CAM have full access to the benefits of participation in the larger district and community.  Credit necessary to provide for a well-rounded educational experience and to complete graduation requirements may be taken on a contract basis at CAM or at one of the district's two comprehensive high schools.  Students also participate in sports or other extracurricular activities at these high schools. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR CAM 

Students who apply for the CAM High School Program need to:

•Complete an assessment in Math and English.

•Complete the enrolment packet

•Be willing to be a part of the CAM High School culture as outlined in the CAM Student Handbook.  
ENROLLMENT PROCEDURE

Attend a CAM information meeting.  (An evening meeting in March.)

Complete application paper work and schedule assessment.

Enrollment into CAM is granted based upon assessment and space availability.

If enrollment requirements are met, the order of priority is:

1. In-district requests with students whose parent is currently a full time employee of the district.

2. Out-of-district boundary requests with students whose parent is currently a full time employee of the district.

3. In-district request where students are currently enrolled at the school requested.

4. Out-of-district boundary requests with students currently enrolled in Battle Ground Public Schools.

5. Siblings of in-district requests where the sibling is enrolled in the requested school.

6. New in-district boundary requests.

7. Out-of-district boundary requests where the sibling is currently enrolled.

8. New out-of-district requests.
CAM HIGH SCHOOL FAQ

What does CAM stand for?

Character Academics Marketplace

Is CAM a private school?

No.  CAM is an alternative school within the Battle Ground School District that focuses on character and academics.

Do we have to pay for books?

No.  All text books are provided.  There are class fees, which cover the cost of consumable supplies and workbooks.

Can my student ride the bus from one of the other local schools?

No.  Transpiration is the responsibility of the parents.  We do recommend that parents network together to create car pools.

Why do we have to give students an assessment for entry to CAM?

As an alternative school, students need to be substantially successful in the classes that we offer.  An assessment is the method we are using to determine if students are at grade level.  We do not want to set students up for disappointment/failure.  Also, as alternative school, we do not have access to title I or special education services for students who are below grade level.

How do you accept students in CAM?

All students need to complete the application packet and pass the assessment.  We then follow the priority listed in the BGSD policy.

If my student is on the waiting list now will I have to re-apply next year?

Yes, your student will have to go through the complete assessment process again; we do not roll over waiting lists.

Do you have a hot lunch program?

No.  We tried to offer a hot lunch program in the past, but it was not profitable for the food service.  We do offer food items through the student store and for the past several years the Booster Club has sold pizza on Tuesdays.  We also do not offer microwaves for student use for safety reasons mandated by the district.

How much homework is there?

The length of time spent on homework depends on each individual student.  Teachers try to collaborate work load, tests and projects at staff meetings.

When do we enroll for the 2008/2009 school year?

The parent meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at 6:30PM.  Assessments will be conducted the following week.  Notification will be made via mail.

Why am I not allowed to see the assessment

In order to maintain integrity of the assessment, teachers do not share assessments with parents.

`````What kind of curricular & extra-curricular activities are available for my student?

Examples of activities within the regular school day: ASB (student council), NHS (National Honor Society participants are staff chosen), NHS Culture week, Spirit weeks, Character assemblies and activities,  Gopher Sale, Spotlight on Students, BBQ (beginning and ending of the school year).

Examples of activities outside of the school day:
Student led clubs, ASB movie nights, Club Green Meadows activity night, Winter Formal, NHS Speech Contest, PROM, East coast senior fieldtrip, Beach fieldtrip, and State Fair field trip.
